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HARBOUR HOCKEY CHARITABLE TRUST 

TRUSTEES:  
*Sue Brewster, Peter Felstead, Kevin Joyce, 
*Darrell Simpson, Sharon Williamson, Larry 
Stenberg & Doug Cole. 

* Resigned October 

 

 

BOARD 

PRESIDENT: Murray Goad 

CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin McPheat 

MEMBERS: Bronwyn Coomer-Smit, Larry Sten-
berg, *Andy Worrall, Gavin Hawke, Michelle 
Bentham, Nicky Shave & **Lucy Talbot 

* Resigned October  

** Joined November  

LIFE MEMBERS: In order they were  
conferred: 

Melva Triggs  1992 Thelma Dennison 2000 

Vera Burt+ 1988 Dave Westgate+  1992 Rex Smith 2005 

Darrell Simpson  1991 Marion Web  1992 Ian Waugh 2012 

Linton Little  1991  Ina Lamason+  1992 Brent Miller 2013 

Ken Miller  1991  Ken Drum 1992 Merv Huxford 2013 

Alwyn Riggs  1991  Marion Ellis 1995 Greg Datson 2016 

Don Burtt 1991 John Leadbetter 1998 Sharon Williamson 2018 

Nancye Jones 1992 Ev Miller 1998 + Deceased  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER:  Riki Burgess 

FINANCIAL SERVICES OFFICER (2IC): Amanda Green 

OPERATIONS MANAGER:  Sheree Scown 

HOCKEY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER: Kimberley Jordan 

TALENT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER:  James Coughlan 

PARTICIPATION OFFICER:  Husmit Uka 

HOCKEY VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT OFFICER: Sophie Rider 

ADMINISTRATION & COMMUNCATIONS OFFICER: Jayvant Dhanjee 

CLUBHOUSE MANAGER:  *Roger Butt 

VENUE MANAGER: Brian Blake (Venue Solutions) 

  

NORTH HARBOUR HOCKEY STAFF:  

* Roger Butt finished with NHHA in December 2020  
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Who would have thought the first year in our 

new home would be so eventful, and at the 

end of the year, we would still have so much to 

learn about the venue due to the disruptions 

caused by a global pandemic called Covid-19. 

It would be easy to focus on the challenges 

Covid-19 presented, however, as we reflect on 

2020 it is important to keep the successes 

front and center, of which there were several 

worthy considerations: 

2020 FIH Pro League NZ presented by 

Sentinel Homes 

We successfully hosted the two Pro League 

games in February and, as always, our paid 

and volunteer staff delivered a world-class ex-

perience to all. 

Sheree and Doug worked tirelessly to ensure 

the venue and support of Hockey NZ met ex-

pectations after only having the doors open for 

five weeks. 

Sophie and James recruited, trained and man-

aged 80+ volunteers to ensure that the turf 

was watered, spectators looked after, and 

there were enough ball kids to get the job 

done. 

2020 Masters Representative Tourna-

ment 

It was great to get the Masters Representative 

Tournament completed before all of the disrup-

tions hit, and by all accounts they all had a 

great time in Christchurch. 

Our Men's 35+ and 45+ took out Gold, and 

seven of our twelve teams achieved podium re-

sults. 

Setting up the National Hockey Centre 

Having a new venue with all the bells and whis-

tles is one thing. However, setting it up to func-

tion and deliver quality experiences to our 

hockey whanau and the wider community is 

quite another story. 

Overlapping a major event whilst running the 

first summer's competitions; setting up the ad-

ministration office; sorting out the basic 

Health and Safety procedures and understand-

ing all of the mechanical systems was, to be 

honest, a real challenge and a credit to the 

staff for pulling it off. 

It all became worthwhile when the whistle 

blew for the opening game of Pro League, fol-

lowed shortly after by our very first significant 

community event, being club opening day.  

Both were a resounding success. 

Club Storage 

We were never going to get 100% of what our 

community needed in the new venue, but it 

was always planned to create spaces that 

could be infilled at the appropriate time. 
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It became clear soon after moving in that the 

need for on-site club storage was important, 

and so the Board committed to delivering signif-

icantly larger storage facilities for all clubs that 

required it, allowing club committee members’ 

garages to be cleared for cars rather than full of 

uniforms and other club equipment. 

New NHHA Constitution and Divisional Set-

up  

The 2020 Constitution was officially signed and 

submitted in February 2020, allowing a number 

of the Divisions to be set up, and the first AGM 

under the new constitution held. 

And then there was the major global impact 

called Covid-19, and just to add a little more 

heat, we had the opportunity to operate in a 

drought with water restrictions in a sport that 

uses 8,000 liters of water per turf watering. 

COVID 19 

The name Covid-19 will forever be linked with 

2020, and like the rest of the world, it had a 

massive impact on our hockey community. 

Never in our wildest dreams did we imagine 

that hockey would be completely shut down 

with all remaining representative tournaments 

cancelled one week after celebrating our Open-

ing Day in the new facility. But that was our real-

ity. Auckland was hit harder than most across 

the country, with two lockdowns and massive 

restrictions preventing hockey as we know it 

from being played. 

As with any crisis, your community culture, or-

ganisational systems and staff (both paid and 

volunteer) are tested fully. I can categorically 

say, while it had a huge impact on us as an or-

ganisation, and as individuals, we pulled 

through stronger for the experience. 

The Board gave clear direction that NHHA had 

an important role to perform in getting our com-

munity back on the turf as quickly as possible, 

to give them an outlet and positive focus in the 

tough times, and the staff worked relentlessly 

towards this goal. 

It is important to take this time to thank the 

staff for the endless hours of re-formatting 

draws and programmes to ensure hockey could 

be delivered under the Covid-19 restrictions 

and creating alternative programmes that met 

our community’s needs. 

A special mention to Amanda Green, Financial 

Services Manager/2IC, who worked tirelessly on 

the financial side of the business to ensure we 

received all Government support grants availa-

ble, to ensure hockey remained affordable in 

2020 and beyond. 

Covid-19 challenged and stretched us to full ca-

pacity and highlighted the quality of the team 

and community of NHHA.  

Auckland Drought  

If Covid-19 was not challenging enough, the wa-

ter restrictions demonstrated that hockey can 

be played on dry turfs, and this is something 

that we will need to consider as a sport well into 

the future. 
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Financial 

As you will see, when reviewing the 2020 ac-

counts, the Association made a loss of 

$189,268 in the year. 

This is the first loss in over ten years and is pri-

marily a result of the increased license fee asso-

ciated with the National Hockey Centre (NHC) 

and the impacts of the Covid-19 lockdowns. 

The effects of Covid-19 and the associated lock-

downs were significant. And consequently, our 

revenue streams were severely impacted. Covid-

19 lockdowns significantly reduced our Winter 

2020 season, with our junior and secondary 

school’s competitions the most affected. Fur-

ther, we were not able to host major events 

such as Rankin Cup (32 teams) and the inaugu-

ral HNZ Premier Hockey League due to the ever-

present risks of Covid-19 alert level rises. 

While at first glance this might seem alarming, 

we have worked closely with our Board and the 

Harbour Hockey Charitable Trust (HHCT) on a fi-

nancial recovery strategy to be implemented 

over the next three years. 

On completion of the NHC, it was originally in-

tended that NHHA would forgive the loan given 

to HHCT. Both parties have now agreed that the 

loan should stay in place for now, with HHCT 

continuing to make loan repayments to assist 

with NHHA’s cash reserves, required to meet 

the increased NHC licence fee and operating 

costs. This arrangement is expected to be in 

place until 2024 when the balance of the loan 

remaining will be forgiven. 

As you will note in our Statement of Financial 

Position the Association managed to protect 

cash reserves through tight management of op-

erating expenses and seeking funding support 

where available. 

NHHA Board 

NHHA is blessed with an incredibly capable 

Board that understand the needs of community 

sport, facility management and their Govern-

ance responsibilities. 

2020 has seen a real focus on policies, commu-

nications and brand guidelines, sponsorship, 

signage and understanding what sustainability 

through diversity looks like for NHHA’s future. 

Andy Worrall stepped down from the Board after 

two terms of service to NHHA. It needs to be 

noted that this was Andy's second ‘tour of duty’ 

on the NHHA Board, and his expertise has been 

invaluable over his time. Thank you, Andy, for 

your many years of service and commitment to 

NHHA.  

Welcome to Lucy Talbot, who was appointed to 

the Board in November 2020. She has made an 

immediate impact around the Board table and 

added value to the sub-committee work she has 

committed to. 

Harbour Hockey Charitable Trust 

Thank you to Peter Felstead and his team for 

their work over 2020. The final piece of the NHC 

has been the development of the High-

Performance Center building, with community 

changing rooms and toilets, on Harbour 5. This 

was already well progressed by the time we 

went into the Christmas period. 
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Special thanks must also go to the Trust for cov-

ering a large amount of the relocation and set-

up costs associated with the move into the NHC. 

Honorary Solicitor 

Throughout the development of the constitution 

and the NHC, quality legal guidance was essen-

tial. 

Thank you to Alex Campbell and the team at An-

thony Harper for their support and commitment 

to NHHA as we worked through each issue to 

ensure we were on solid ground. 

Sponsors 

Thank you to all of our major sponsors, being 

Giltrap North Shore, Go Hockey, Tiger Turf, Cello 

Communications and Flow Transportation Spe-

cialists. 

Without your support, we would not be able to 

keep community hockey affordable for our play-

ers. 

NHHA Staff 

Thank you for your commitment to delivering 

hockey in the single most challenging year the 

NHHA has been through.  

Your tireless enthusiasm and positive attitude 

ensures hockey continues to run smoothly. 

Providing a balance of traditional opportunities 

while exploring new and innovative ideas was a 

credit to you all. 

The NHHA hockey community are lucky to have 

such a committed group of individuals who, year 

on year, step up and deliver. 

A final thanks to all involved in our wonderful 

Association. Without your support, we would not 

be who we are. 

 

 

 

 

Kevin McPheat  & Riki Burgess 

NHHA Board Chair  & NHHA CEO 
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The 2020 NHHA Annual General Meeting saw 

the new Constitution come into play and with 

that came the formation of five Division Execu-

tive Committees.  

With the AGM being held in October, the later 

part of the year was all about recruitment to fill 

positions on each of the committees. This was 

done by reaching out to key community mem-

bers through advertising on social media and 

Associations website.  

See below committee members.    

Schools Executive Committee 

James Coughlan (Chair), Judith Quinlan & Fiona 

Ackroyd (Primary), Jayvant Dhanjee & Abby 

McNae (Intermediate), Brian Mitchell, Paresh 

Bhikha & Sandra Leith (Secondary), Kevin Fra-

ser, Hitendra Patel & Karen Morgan (Appointed) 

Coaches Executive Committee 

Mitch Hayde & Will Lacey (Co-Chair), Dave Keel-

ty, Tamara Dudley, Geoff McNaughton & Na-

than Fouhy (Development), Nikki Hayes, Keri 

Maunder (Foundations), Dave Keelty, Nathan 

Fouhy (Programmes) & Sophie Rider (NHHA ) 

Life Members & Supports Executive Committee 

Murray Goad (Chair),  Kimberley Jordan, Lynn 
Miller, Brent Miller, Marion Ellis, Amanda Green, 
Riki Burgess (NHHA) 

Umpires & Officials Executive Committee 

Gavin Hawke (Chair), Owen Goodwin 
(Foundations),  Marion Ellis, Kirsten Stuckey 
(Appointments & Performance), Richard Short-
er (Match operations), Matt Weir (Junior devel-
opment), Michael Marychurch (Performance) 
Kimberley Jordan and Sophie Rider (NHHA) 

Clubs Executive Committee 

Kimberley Jordan (Chair), MEMBERS: Club Dele-
gates, Riki Burgess and Sheree Scown (NHHA) 
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Equipment Sponsor Sponsorship of Harbour  
HEART Academy 

Sponsor of NHL Sponsor of Data 

Signage Sponsor Sponsor of North Harbour  
Hockey Umpires 

Sponsor of Fun Sticks 
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Kiwisport Funding 

Grants for  
Operational Support 

Grants for Community Programmes and  
Representative tournament hosting   

Grants for Hockey  
Development Manager & Coach, 

Umpire and Volunteer Officer 

HNZ Grants for Hockey Development 

Sport Resilience Fund NZ Government 
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Supporter of  
North Harbour Hockey 

Supporter of  
North Harbour Hockey 

Supporter of  
North Harbour Hockey 

Supporter of  
North Harbour Hockey 

Physio support for our  
representative teams and community 
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Competitions and programmes  

delivering excellent experiences  
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Junior Hockey 

The most significant impact from COVID-19 

was felt in our Junior hockey space. With a 

start date in late July, several weeks were 

missed due to lockdowns and level changes. 

We could only got three weeks of hockey 

played before making the hard decision to end 

the winter season. 

A big thank you goes out to all the hockey 

teachers in charge and school sports coordina-

tors. Your patience and understanding while 

managing other sports and school workloads 

throughout the different COVID-19 situations 

allowed NHHA to adjust the competition sever-

al times, not to mention implementing process-

es to provide a safe environment and the op-

portunity for play.   

We were finally able to test out our new facility 

for the three weeks that were played as the 

many Junior teams explored the venue for the 

first time. As you can imagine, Monday may-

hem which includes over 100 teams, meant 

the car parks, the Clubhouse, and the Village 

Green were in full use.  

NHHA led the Hibiscus Coast Junior competi-

tion for the first time in 2020, taking over from 

the Hockey Hibiscus Trust (HHT), which had run 

the brand new competition in 2019. A special 

thank you to the HHT for helping with the initial 

handover of the competition to ensure every-

thing ran smoothly.  

Since  the winter season was cut short, offer-

ing our Junior hockey members a summer op-

portunity was a top priority.   

With an unaffected Summer period, around 50 

junior teams played seven weeks of hockey be-

tween November and mid-December.   

As well as the TICs, we would like to say thank 

you to all our coaches, managers, players, par-

ents and awesome umpires for staying en-

gaged  during  the 2020 season.  With our your 

support the Junior Hockey would not be possi-

ble.  

Secondary Hockey 

With the uncertainty of COVID-19, the office 

decided to stagger the start of the season with 

only Grades 1 and 2 beginning in June. This 

was to work around barriers such as the availa-

bility of external school turfs and COVID-19 pro-
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cesses when onsite.  

Grades 3 and below started in late July and due 

to another level change were only able to play 

three weeks of Hockey before it was decided to 

end the winter season.  

Thankfully at this stage, we were able to deter-

mine Grade 1 and 2 Champions as they had 

completed the full NHHA Championship Round 

(6 weeks of Hockey). 

Championship Finals took place on August 5th 

and 6th. With WBHS and WGHS going back to 

back in 2018 and 2019. 2020 meant both 

teams were chasing the three-peat. WBHS went 

on to defeat Rosmini College, and WGHS took it 

out against Rangitoto College. Meaning both 

teams achieved their goal of winning another 

Round 1 Championship. The question is: can 

both teams carry on their form and earn 

a  fourth consecutive championship in 2021?  

In early October, NHHA hosted the Upper North 

Island Secondary School Festival.  With the un-

certainty of regional travel across NZ, this was 

created by HNZ to replace the secondary tour-

naments and allow players to have festival-type 

tournaments to finish the season. The Festival 

had 16 female teams, 10 male teams, and 2 

mixed teams play over three days. Thank you to 

everyone who made this possible and allowing 

our youth to finish the season on a high.   

NHHA would like to take this opportunity to say 

thank you to all the coaches, managers, par-

ents, supporters, and amazing umpires. With-

out your support, our players would not have 

had the opportunity to enjoy and develop 

through the game we love. 

A special shout-out to all our TIC’s. With 2020 

being a very interesting year, their support of 

NHHA was crucial in ensuring our youth had the 

best opportunity to play. 

Let us hope for an undisruptive 2021 where 

our teams can enjoy a full season of Hockey + 

their Secondary School Tournaments.  

Senior Club Hockey 

2020 was the perfect example of why NHHA 

prides itself on having such a great hockey 

community.  COVID-19 presented many chal-

lenges and disruptions to community sport 

across NZ. Our Senior Competition faced chal-

lenges of a stop/start season, trainings in bub-

bles of 10, no spectators, limited facility access 

(Clubhouse/changing rooms), all of which im-

pacted our typical hockey experience as we 
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knew it. Despite the challenges, our community 

supported the competitions team taking every-

thing in their stride to ensure Hockey was 

played safely.  The season was extended to 

17th October to accommodate for the weeks 

lost. This allowed the competition to complete a 

reduced Championship round as well as a fi-

nals Format.   Due to the impact of COVID-19, 

we saw one team withdraw from the competi-

tion. Although this was a loss, we were fortu-

nate to hold all other team entries - Again, this 

shows the resilience and dedication of our com-

munity members to the sport. 

Despite COVID-19, many fantastic memories 

were made during the 2020 season. 

Opening Festival  

The season started with a revised Opening Fes-

tival format, which saw over 70 (5-aside) 

games, 40 (1/2 field) games, and 6 Intercity 

games being played all in one day.  The Village 

Green was buzzing with club tents, & food 

trucks, creating the perfect atmosphere to 

open the 2020 season at our new home! 

Warkworth Home Games 

The introduction of Warkworth Hockey Club into 

the Senior competition saw an opportunity in 

2020 to play matches at the local turf at Wark-

worth Showgrounds. Warkworth Hockey Club 

hosted ABC Hockey Club, where D2 Women’s 

and D1 Men’s teams battled it out on the field. 

The benefits of these local matches are to pro-

mote the sport within the region and ultimately 

grow Hockey. We look forwarded to seeing the 

growth in Warkworth and hope this can be con-

tinued in the coming  years.   

Finals Day 

After what seemed a long and disruptive sea-

son, the Harbour whanau went all out to cele-

brate and say goodbye to the year 2020.  Cele-

brations lasted all day, including 22 must-win 

matches. Starting at 9.00 am with the last 

game playing at 5.00 pm. This was the perfect 

first-ever finals day at our new home, most stay-

ing until the midnight close ending the night on 

the dancefloor.   Congratulations to all players, 

coaches, managers, and umpires who made it 

to finals day. Well deserved!  

The competitions team would like to say Thank 

You to all our volunteers, coaches, managers 

committee members, COC group and our many 

umpires. Without you all the 2020 Winter Sea-

son would not have been possible. 

 

 

 

Sheree Scown & Jayvant Dhanjee  

Competitions Team 

All Competition results can be found on our website 
under the Winter Competitions Tab 

D3W Finals Winners—ECB Women 
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P1M Finals Winners—Takapuna Men 

Warkworth v ABC Men @ Warkworth Showgrounds 

Warkworth v ABC Women @ Warkworth Showgrounds 

P1W Finals Winners—HDF Women 



 

EŽƌƚŚ�,ĂƌďŽƵƌ�,ŽĐŬĞǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ��ŶŶƵĂů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ϮϬϮϬ�  ϮϬ 

Looking back on 2020, we are pleased 

that at least one age group could get a 

Representative Tournament experience 

in, and they really did just sneak in!  

The 2020 Masters Tournament was 

held in Christchurch and saw North Har-

bour enter 12 teams. The number of 

teams in the tournament from across 

the country continued to break records.   

Late in 2019 NHHA developed a Mas-

ters Working Group to help North Har-

bour Hockey improve the experience we 

provide our Representative Masters 

Players. The members of this group pro-

vided guidance and expertise that 

helped us design policies and process-

es that provide players increased trans-

parency.  

It is essential to acknowledge the signif-

icant hours that Working Group mem-

bers supplied in 2020, and it is appro-

priate that we name the working group 

members here. Thanks go to Johnny 

Boyle, Jan Henry, Kim Gilfillan, Glen Gil-

bert, and Briar McLeod, for your pas-

sion and enthusiasm for this space. 

Your contribution certainly made the 

tasks required to be complete that bit 

more manageable for NHHA staff in-

volved.  

NHHA, with the support of the Masters 

Working Group used participant feed-
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Johnny Boyle in action for the 35+ Men 

Jan Henry and Sara Joyce (GK) 60+ Women vs. 
Tauranga. 

back and made some key changes in 2020. 

The changes were made in recognition of sup-

porting our volunteers and officials who give 

so much to the Masters space. It was agreed 

that all non-playing Coaches and Managers 

would have their costs covered by the players 

to recognise their support. An Officials Levy 

was created that our team orange members 

could apply to, to assist with the cost of at-

tending the national tournament. We know 

this increased support was appreciated by all 

that received it and is a prime example of 

what makes our Harbour community so spe-

cial to be a part of.  

It is fitting to thank once again all team man-

agement that attended the Masters Tourna-

ment. We have so many engaged coaches and 

managers that go above and beyond to ensure 

our players have a meaningful experience. It 

would not be possible to achieve the success 

we do on and off the field without the support 

of all of you. Thank you.  

We look forward to continuing to develop this 

space in 2021 and beyond and are excited 

about the future of our Masters space. 

 

 

 

 

Husmit Uka & Kimberley Jordan 

Participation Officer & Hockey Development 

Manager. 
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High community involvement  

in Harbour Hockey 
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As an association we are incredibly proud of the 

opportunities we were able to provide for our 

community, despite the disruptions caused by 

Covid-19. 

Youth Development Programmes 

2020 saw over 50 kids involved in our develop-

ment programmes for school years 3-6. While 

there were a few disruptions due to Covid-19, 

we were extremely pleased to see many return 

after restrictions were eased.  

School Holiday Programmes 

Hit Em Up continued to grow. It is always fantas-

tic seeing our Youth enjoying a full morning of 

skill development followed by an afternoon tour-

nament. 

Hooked on Hockey numbers were steady, and 

we are keen to explore participant feedback as 

to how we continue to improve this programme 

offering. 

Jimmy + Kimmy Summer Series 

This was a pilot introduced to provide adults of 

all abilities the chance to engage with hockey. 

The programme was the first to use a pay as 

you go model. This saw many return to the sport 

after a prolonged break and enabled new par-

ticipants to give it a go. A huge thank you to 

James Coughlan and Kimberley Jordan, who vol-

unteered their time as coaches. We are keen to 

make this pilot a permanent feature. 

Goal Keeper Development  

Senior Goal Keeper Development  

In 2020 we had 17 adults take part in our Sen-

ior Goal Keeper Clinic. We received positive 

feedback from participants who enjoyed the up-

skilling provided throughout this programme. 

We were pleased to complete this programme 

and that a number of these keepers would have 

been able to use the learnings throughout the 

winter club competition.  

Junior Goal Keeper Development  

We chose to join our Junior Goal Keeper Pro-

gramme with the Cubs and Hawklets Pro-

gramme, which saw an increased number of 

goal jeepers involved. This change provided goal 

Hit Em Up participants engage during a match. 
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keepers an opportunity to be involved in more 

match play scenarios and enjoy the 6 a-side 

festivals where they were kept busy all day.  

In School Delivery 

In 2020 we received a Kiwi Sport Grant to pro-

vide additional in-school delivery opportunities 

to schools within the project free of charge. Un-

fortunately, Covid-19 meant that delivery in 

Terms 1, 2, and 3 was compromised, however 

we were thrilled to lock in delivery at three 

schools in Term 4 of 2020.  

These opportunities allowed us to provide a 

positive hockey experience to over 1,500 pri-

mary school children. This funding will continue 

to be utilised in 2021, and we hope to see an 

increased number of young people connect 

with Harbour Hockey through our school com-

petitions and youth programmes.  

Year 1-2 Summer Hockey 

We modified the Year 1 and 2 Competition of-

fering at both Hibiscus Coast and onsite to in-

clude 15 minutes of skill development opportu-

nities and 15 minutes of match play. This made 

it easier for teams managers/coaches to sup-

port the kids through drills/modified matches 

designed by North Harbour staff. We received 

positive feedback. 

Year 5/6 Cubs and Hawklets 

This year the programme was more inclusive as 

the nomination and selection process was re-

moved. We are passionate about aligning our 

Programmes with the Sport New Zealand Bal-

ance is Better approach and the Hockey New 

Zealand Strategic Delivery Review outcomes.  

We had 140 participants,  and after a challeng-

ing year, it was exciting to see the kids enjoy 

the festival day. Each year the costumes get 

better. 

Harbour Whanau Support 

We would like to thank you all the Sports Ad-

ministrators,  Coaches, Managers and parents 

that help us to provide these opportunities. 

Whether your primary role is a taxi driver or an 

on-field coach, the contribution made by Har-

bour Whanau Members allows us to continue 

to share the sport we love with our community 

– thank you.  

 

Husmit Uka  

Participation Officer  
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Having been in our new home for only just over 

a month, North Harbour Hockey, alongside 

Hockey New Zealand,  was host to both Bel-

gium and Great Britain men's and women's Na-

tional teams for the 2020 Pro League matches. 

With many years of fine tuning international 

events at the Paul Matthews venue, our volun-

teers rose to the challenge of running the 

brand new National Hockey Centre.  The Har-

bour whanau volunteers team of 96 covered all 

zones of the new facility from the Activation 

Zone, to Traffic Management and everything in 

between.  

We would like to thank each volunteer for their 

efforts in making this enormous event possi-

ble. We would like to thank our Team Leads for 

their professionalism in managing each zone 

and team members, as well as Karlie Kingi for 

the amazing photographs that captured our 

volunteers in action.  

Here’s hoping another Pro League is to come in 

2022! 

 

 

 

 

Sophie Rider 

Hockey Volunteer Development  Officer 
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2020 brought a new outlook on coach develop-

ment and it is fair to say that most coaches 

were tested. Having the ability to adapt, be flex-

ible, and have endless amounts of patience 

was the key to surviving as a coach in 2020.   

Many online zoom sessions, and adaptive 

thinking was required, which was a real change 

to the way we have traditionally offered sup-

port. All coaches should praise themselves for 

surviving one of the most challenging seasons 

we have seen and we thank you for your pa-

tience.  

We would like to take this moment to thank 

Nikki Hayes for her continued support in the In-

troductory Coaching workshops. Her 

knowledge and enthusiasm left many new 

coaches feeling well prepared for the season. 

Likewise, for Grayson Javins and Jess Lewis for 

who stepped into the Goal Keeper Coach De-

veloper role for the first time, helping coaches 

understand the art of training new goalies. 

A big thank you to  Netesh Sukha and Nathan 

Fouhy as they supported the pilot Coach Devel-

opment across our Under 13 & 16 Cub’s & 

Hawklet’s Programme.  While adhering to gath-

ering size restrictions, these two still success-

fully supported all of our coaches on multiple 

occasions.   

Our biggest highlight was the formation of our 

Coaches Division Executive Committee. Late 

September saw this group of passionate volun-

teers come together to begin their journey in 

supporting coach development at North Har-

bour Hockey. Although the journey has only just 

begun, we would like to thank these members 

for the development they will offer in the fu-

ture . 

 

 

 

Sophie Rider 

Hockey Volunteer Development  Officer 
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The CDEC came into effect as a result of the 

new constitution in 2020. Covering all 

phases of coaching the wealth of knowledge 

this group has will take coach development 

to the next level at NHHA. 

We are excited to work alongside this group 

of enthusiastic volunteers to strategically 

plan, implement and support coach 

development.             

Watch this space! 
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The season hit off as per usual with a series of 

umpire briefings, and we even managed to get 

some Intercity games played before the world 

changed.   Subsequently 2020 was a stop-

start season and I was very proud of how our 

umpires, officials, umpire coaches, and of 

course our UOD committee and NHH staff 

worked together both on and off the turfs, cre-

ating umpteen versions of umpire appoint-

ments (many that were never published), and 

constantly adapting to revision after revision to 

the competition formats in an ever-changing 

landscape. 

Somehow the senior and secondary school 

competition happened and was completed in a 

meaningful way.  

To see Team Orange back after each lockdown 

as if they had not had a break at all and  tak-

ing the new protocols in their stride was partic-

ularly pleasing.   

To me that epitomised the spirit of Team Or-

ange and  the wonderful people within, and 

comes from years of work to build a positive 

and supportive culture.   

Despite the lockdowns, the COVID protocols 

and limited opportunities, our people still ex-

celled, and we celebrated this at the end of 

the season. 

The Umpire’s & Official’s Division continues to 

proudly serve our sport with almost every club 

game during the winter season having appoint-

ed umpires. The standard of decision making 

by our umpires across the grades is very good 

overall and is arguably the envy of every other 

association.  

With that and after 30 years as a member of 

UOD, with the last 13 as chair, I decided the 

time was right to stand down.  North Harbour 

Hockey is in a great place with great people 

and has strategies and goals in place for con-

tinued development and improvement for the 

North Harbour Hockey community  

Team Orange has a great committee working 

for them, especially with David Oakley as the 

new Chair as of September 2020.   

 

 

Gavin Hawke 

UODEC Ex—Chairperson 
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I have been very fortunate to arrive on the 

scene with UODEC not having first served 

as a committee member but also as 

Chairperson, however, the foundations have 

been well-formed by former and existing 

executive committee members but a well 

respected Chairperson. Gavin leaves a 

legacy and wealth of experience that for me 

will take a lot to mirror but to be fair I feel 

my role is not to even try and match Gavin's 

or anyone else's history but to take what 

has been a huge effort to get it to where it 

is today, add value and set the next chapter 

for others to over when the time comes. 

I would like to thank Gavin and all the 

people before me who have done an 

exceptional role in the success of our North 

Harbour Hockey Umpire and now Officials 

Division Executive Committee. 

I look forward to now leading and working 

with the new 2020/21 Executive along with 

our wonderful supportive North Harbour 

Hockey Development team which is second 

to none, in my mind, into a fresh season, 

which has already started remarkably well, 

COVID free and years ahead. 

 

David Oakley 
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This season we recognised our longstanding 

and hugely deserving members that have 

reached milestones of service to our senior 

competitions in an umpiring or an officiating ca-

pacity. Some members have been here from the 

very start of Harbour Hockey, contributing up to 

29 years of service to our game! Those reaching 

15 + were also recognised individually in the 

HNZ Service Awards. 

2020 Hockey New Zealand AWARDS 

Matt Wardle, just 17 years of age was a finalist 

for the HNZ Young Person of the Year Award. 

Matt has shown an outstanding level of commit-

ment to umpiring, officiating, and umpire coach-

ing, and shows promising skills as a youth ath-

lete. Well done Matt! 

Judith Quinlan received the HNZ Volunteer of 

the Year Award for the momentous volunteering 

she undertakes. She contributes as a Match Of-

ficial, Tournament Director, Coach, Committee 

Member and hockey parent! There almost isn’t 

anything else she could do!  

Thank you Judith for helping make Harbour 

Hockey the best it can be! 
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The heart World Series Umpire Programme: 

Eight junior umpires got in some pre-season 

mini-games with coaching from one of our best, 

Kirsten Stuckey. The success in the programme 

spanning across the month of March, saw deliv-

ery in 2021 as a must! 

The Junior Winter Competition: 

With 65 registered umpires, Kelly-Anne Foskin 

as our Junior Umpire Coordinator, Matt Weir as 

the Junior Coach Developer and our loyal junior 

coaches back again the season was looking 

good until COVID19 said otherwise. 

Under 13 & 16 Cub’s & Hawklets Umpire Devel-

opment: 

No winter competition did not stop us. Our Jun-

ior Coaching team delivered the very first Cub’s 

& Hawklets Umpire Programme instead. Offer-

ing four festival days, eight workshops and intro-

ducing our new coaching philosophy across two 

age groups it was a success to be continued in 

2021. 

Thank you to the 50 participants that were in-

volved in this programme from the umpires, 

coaches and coach developers.  

We look forward to seeing you back in 2021! 

 

FLOW Youth-Grade Umpiring: 

After success in 2019 with NSU, FLOW Trans-

portation supported NHHA to extend their um-

piring programme across all Youth-Grade clubs 

in 2020. The programme supports umpires pre-

paring to transition from Intermediate to Sec-

ondary umpiring, in the following winter.  

With 25 umpires, 3 Umpire Coaches & 1 Coach 

Developer, we exceeded our target appointment 

percentage and blew our goals out of the park. 

Thank you to all of our members that made the 

opportunity possible! 
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2020 is a year no-one will forget any time soon 

with words such as bubbles, new normal, social 

distancing becoming an all to common feature. 

While the 2020 year didn’t shape up as planned 

in any space at NHHA we were lucky to still get 

through some form of competition and pro-

grammes to provide our members with opportu-

nities to play the sport that they love. 

2020 saw a decrease in the number of rep 

sides within my space due to the removal of Na-

tional Tournaments due to COVID-19 (Masters 

was able to play at the start of the year) Howev-

er 2020 saw an increase in “rep” opportunities 

with the creation of inclusive development pro-

grammes and festivals in the U 13, 16 and 18 

age brackets giving 320 athletes a chance to 

develop in there age appropriate years. Add in 

the Seniors who didn’t get an opportunity to 

compete this year then we would have had north 

of 400 community members with development 

opportunities. 

In a year where teams were non existent we still 

saw similar coach numbers come through the 

talent space Our U 13 & 16 Cubs and Hawklets 

programme involved over 35 coaches while 11 

connected themselves into the U 18 space 

matching totals from 2019 across all age 

groups. 

2021 brings some challenges and uncertainty 

to our Representative members and while the 

current climate of what’s happening around the 

globe with COVID-19 may stick around, the hock-

ey community in 2020 has shown the ability to 

adapt and adjust to keep competitions and pro-

grammes alive when many had to stop. If I 

would have told you at the end of last year that 

we would have had a Junior Academy Block that 

had a 12 week break and finished in July, Senior 

Academy finishing in December, a school tour-

nament in 3rd term holidays, a club comp that 

had 2 restarts and a finals day that occurred 

during daylight saving, we all would have said 

yeah right. Our community is special and will 

continue to evolve with the opportunities provid-

ed. 

Bring on the new norm in 2021 

 

 
James Coughlan 

Talent Development Officer 

 

James Coughlan and Kimberley Jordan 
all set to coach in the Jimmy and Kimmy 
sessions 
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2020 The Year of Social Media 

In a year where lockdowns and self isolation be-

came an all too common sight North Harbour 

Hockey led the way with numerous initiatives in 

the talent space reaching not only the North 

Harbour Community, New Zealand Hockey com-

munity but also around the world. Initiatives 

such as the Isolation challenge, Support our lo-

cal businesses, 2nd Hand gear register and 

recognition of essential workers were many 

ways that we stayed engaged over lockdown. 

Mattea Harris & Robbie Capizzi  

Giltrap Senior Academy vision drib-

bling drill has been shared across 15 

different Instagram platforms world-

wide including the FIH in October. 

Isolation challenge involved 15 different challenges 

across 10 different posts. Shared 35 times across Eu-

rope, Japan, Australia and New Zealand showing the 

far reaching capabilities of staff FB pages 
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Julie Watt Goalkeeper Gear Scholarship 

A spin off of our 2nd hand Gear register saw 

the creation of the Julie Watt Goalkeeper gear 

scholarship in 2020. This scholarship has been 

entrusted by Julie Watt,  mum of Courtney, an 

U18 goalie for NHHA. Though not from a hockey 

family, Jules loved the atmosphere created, the 

support and people at Harbour.  

When Courtney began, we found it quite expen-

sive to fit her out. As such, Jules thought it 

would be nice to pay-it-forward and allow others 

the same opportunity. Sadly Jules's passing did-

n't allow her to see this through, but 

Alistair,  Brianna and Courtney are very proud to 

have allowed her wish to be realised. 

The scholarship is awarded to four recipients (2 

male and 2 female keepers) that are in school 

years 7-10. Depending on age/height/size the 

scholarship could cover the cost of a full Junior 

GK Kit or the equivalent dollar value towards 

senior sized gear. 

 

 

 

 

 

It provides access to the use of kit for a 2 year 

period. Over that time the savings made on GK 

gear will allow you to continue your develop-

ment and growth in the many different competi-

tions and programmes that are on offer at our 

Association. 

We can not be more grateful to Julie and the 

Watt family for their help in starting this schol-

arship which will be well received by our junior 

keepers. 

Congratulations to Izzy Plummer, Marc Soehnal, 

Emalie Vea & Hannah Brotherton on your suc-

cessful applications. 
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EPIC Fit Partnership 

We have always been looking at ways to part-

ner with a gym and help our community out 

with their health and wellbeing. Midway 

through 2020 we connected with EPIC Fit and 

started a partnership that has reached initial-

ly to our Senior Academy and club spaces 

and will look to develop over time. It’s been 

refreshing to meet Lauren, Ray and the team 

and to partner with a gym that has similar val-

ues to the ones we have at NHHA lets see 

what 2021 brings.  



 

EŽƌƚŚ�,ĂƌďŽƵƌ�,ŽĐŬĞǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ��ŶŶƵĂů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ϮϬϮϬ�  ϰϬ 

Giltrap North Shore Junior Academy 

The Giltrap North Shore Junior Academy 

was one of the programmes interrupted 

by a nationwide level 4 lockdown halfway 

through the block. We were lucky enough 

to get back once we were in level 2 to fin-

ish the programme off in what happened 

to be a second pre season for our young 

athletes. Block 1 had numerous changes 

to the Junior Academy from previous 

years.  

U 13’s began a 6 week World Series Pro-

gramme - Programme involved a 45 mi-

nute training and a 45 minute game rep-

resenting a country from the FIH Pro 

league 

U 15’s reduced to one session a week for 

the first half of the block before finishing 

the block with 2 sessions a week includ-

ing hockey 5’s matches 

U 18’s full 9 week block with 4 x work-

shops replacing  training sessions. Work-

shops included the SDR, Physio with Dy-

namic, Culture session with Riki and a So-

cial media and branding workshop with 

our Hockey Development Manager Kim 

Jordan. The changes made were designed 

to enhance individual skill development 

and grow better people as well as ath-

letes. 
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Giltrap North Shore Senior Academy 

The Giltrap North Shore Senior Academy has 

developed into a Talent development pro-

gramme that matches world class standards 

in development of senior athletes. While the 

programme has been around for a few years 

now it also closely resembles the newly 

formed Hockey New Zealand Performance 

network. A weekly schedule for the Senior 

Academy looks like the following: 

· Maximum of 5 Hockey session options a 

week (AM and PM sessions) 

· 1 or 2 of these sessions are hockey 5’s 

games sessions 

· 2 x Gym sessions a week with EPIC Fit 

· 2 x progress reports per year 

· Unlimited amount of contact time howev-

er it is all led by the athlete 
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U18 Series 

Early on in 2020 National Tournaments 

were cancelled and with it the hope of 

many of our 16-18 year olds who were 

looking forward to pulling a maroon shirt 

this year.  

While early on it looked like nothing 

would be put in place in terms of games 

for our U 18 athletes with a busy club 

and school schedule we were grateful to 

pair with Auckland and Waikato to run a 

2 day series involving 3 games. 

The second lockdown looked to have 

dampened hopes of the series going 

ahead however a move to level 2 a week 

before hand not only allowed for the se-

ries to go ahead but for spectators to 

come and watch the games, which for 

some was there last time playing age 

group hockey. 
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U18 Series - Girls Team 1 

U18 Series— 
Girls Team 2 
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U18 Series - Boys Team 1 

U18 Series -  
Boys Team 2 
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Cubs and Hawklets Programme 

A new initiative for the 2020 year was our U 13 

and U 16 Cubs and Hawklets programme. After 

a review at the start of the year the Northern 

Region found that our athletes are involved in a 

lot of teams but don’t necessarily get enough 

skills training a year to continue to develop the 

skills needed to be successful at the next level. 

NHHA designed an 8 week programme focus-

sing on a specific skill each session. The ses-

sions followed the 10/20/30/40% model of 

fundamental movements and warm up 10%, In-

dividual skill development without competition 

20%, Individual skill development with competi-

tion 30% and Match play 40% 

The session structure allowed a session to work 

on 1 targeted skill for the full 90 minutes in an 

environment which encourages you to try and 

not worry about the outcome until you get it 

right. Increased touches, key skills and a envi-

ronment where its ok to try things enables a 

higher level of skill progressing through the 

grades. 

Each age group had a 2 day Festival at the end 

of the programme which involved near neigh-

bours (Northland, Auckland, Counties & Waika-

to.) 
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U16 Cubs and Hawklets Festival 

The 2 day Festival for our U 16 Cubs and 

Hawklets involved one day at NHHA and one at 

Lloyd Elsmore Park. Different formats with dif-

ferent focus points across the 2 days brought 

different challenges to the players involved. 

Day 1 at NHHA was a 6 + a GK across a half 

field - The focus of the day being on high touch, 

high speed hockey with some modified rules 

such as a power play to enhance young players 

ability at playing 3 v 2 situations. Each team 

got 5 to 6 games across the day 30 minutes in 

length. We were lucky enough to be joined by 

Auckland, Northland and Counties for the day. 

Day 2 at LEP was 11 a side in age appropriate 

teams (North Harbour had a Y9, Y10 & Y11 

side across both genders). All teams got 2 x 11 

a side games across the day against Auckland 

and Waikato looking at the tactical develop-

ment of 11 a side hockey while looking at the 

technical skills that have been developed 

throughout the programme and day 1 of the 

festival. 
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U13 Cubs and Hawklets Festival 

The 2 day Festival for our U 13 Cubs and Hawk-

lets was held at NHHA. Different teams coming 

for different days to ensure our U 13 kids got 

hockey against multiple associations from the 

Northern Region 

 

Day 1 at NHHA was a 6 + a GK across a half 

field - involved Northland and Counties boys 

Day 2 at NHHA was a 6 + a GK across a half 

field - involved Auckland and Counties girls 

 

It’s been a difficult year for our U 13’s with 

many playing less than 5 games and many 

training more then they have played we’re 

stoked to have been able to provide competitive 

focussed development opportunity. 
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Jimmy and Kimmy Sessions 

With hockey opportunities scarce this year and 

a second lockdown about to finish Kim and I 

started the Jimmy and Kimmy lunchtime ses-

sions to provide group skill development oppor-

tunities to our members who weren’t able to 

play any hockey. Little to Kim and I’s 

knowledge this then evolved into quite a big 

and popular project including spin offs such as 

“Train with the Twins” and “Start with Sophie”. 

"It's been awesome to get some small group 

skills sessions in over the forced break.  Jimmy 

& Kimmy have given me some new drills, and 

lots of little work on's that have already helped 

my hockey.  Cheers guys." 

"Thanks for making the best of a bad situation 

by giving the oldies an ability to learn new 

tricks!  You will be sure to know if I manage to 

pull any of them off in a game!  It was great to 

catch up with mates and have fun while doing 

our covid time and still play some stick ball!" 

Who knows what the Jimmy & Kimmy sessions 

hold for the future. 
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NZ Representative — Black Sticks 

BS Women 

BS Men 

Development Squad 

Stephanie Dickins Brook Roberts 

George Muir Cory Bennett Richard Joyce 

Ella H
yatt B

row
n 

M
addy W

illiam
son 

B
enji Edw

ards 

Xavier G
uy 
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